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... It is hard to tell, but presum- 
ably the New Orleans Times-Picay- 
une’s cartoonist disapproves of the 
SCEF position on civil rights. 


TRIAL-BY-JURY SMOKESCREEN 


By the time this issue is delivered we 
expect that the filibuster over civil rights 
legislation will be in full fury. 

Senator Ives of New York has said 
that the Dixie bloc can’t be stopped, but 
other political observers detect backstage 
developments which make the situation 
more hopeful. These, they say, are: a 
feeling among some Southern senators 
that it might be best to concede on the 
current bill rather than risk more 
stringent legislation at a later session; 
and the decision by Republicans that the 
wooing of Negro voters is more im- 
portant to them than their traditional 
alliance with the Dixiecrat faction of 
the Democratic party. 

One certain thing is that the “trial- 
by-jury” issue has produced a new facet 
for sophistry by the foes of civil rights 
action. 

The measure before the Senate would 
enable the U. S. Attorney Gencral to 
obtain federal injunctions forbidding 
local officials and others to deprive 





SCEF View: ‘Fill the Aching Gap!’ 


To the Congress of the United States: 


The Board of Directors of The South- 
en Conference Educational Fund, Inc., 
respectfully urges you to support and 
pass the Administration’s civil rignts 
bill, free from crippling amendments. 

We believe that civil rights of all 
men, consecrated by our constitutional 
system, are entitled to all means of 
protection existing in our judicial sys- 
tem. The Administration’s bill will fill 
an aching gap in providing a means of 
preventive action to protect such rights 
from encroachment. 


We expect such a procedure to prove 
less onerous to all involved, since the 
court would in its decree spell out the 
proper course of action to be taken in a 
given situation. This can and generally 
will occur at a time when events have 
hot yet developed to the point where 
someone has, exposed himself to the 
perils of criminal prosecution. In con- 
trast, the only opportunity which now 
exists to secure judicial review of a 
particular civil rights situation requires 
that 1 grave violation of the rights has 
in fat occurred and is of such a serious 
Nature that it amounts to the commission 
of a crime. 


eo) 


We deplore the confusing pro- 
posal of certain persons to attempt 
to amend the Administration’s civil 
rights bill to ongraft unto it a 
provision for jury trial, which can 
only be intended to cripple the en- 
forcement of the law by introducing 
into the proceeding the very local 
prejudice against which protection 
is sought. 

The Administration’s civil rights bill 
in providing injunctive relief properly 
orients the procedure within the his- 
torical area of equity jurisdiction of the 
courts. Jury trial never has been an 
integral part of equity proceedings. A 
court’s decree is an order to those before 
it to do or to refrain from doing certain 
things. A party dissatisfied with the 
decree has his full rights of appeal and 
review. In the rare case in which a 
party refuses to honor the decree of an 
equity court, the court has the power to 
punish him for contempt. The contempt 
powers of equity courts are founded on 
the fundamental sanctity and authority 
of the court to enforce its own decree, 
and not on any concept of crime against 
the state, in which cases the right to 


(Continued on page 3.) 


Negroes of their civil rights. 

If these injunctions were violated, then 
the violators could be punished for con- 
tempt of court by the judge who issued 
the writs—without a trial by jury. 

The Attorney General presently can 
institute criminal proceedings in in- 
stances of rights violations. But, as we 
pointed out in April’s Patriot, this action 
comes too late to repair any damage 
that has been done. Furthermore, since 
rights violations are usually the product 
of intense local prejudice, local juries 
are not likely to give fair hearings to 
such cases. 

However, Southern senators never 
noted for their friendship toward or- 
ganized labor have been drawing a 
parallel between the present injunction 
proposal and the use of injunctions in 
labor disputes. 

They contend that those who favor 
jury trials for unionists accused of con- 
tempt should also allow that privilege 
to racists. And this argument has 
seemingly swayed some senators from 
the border states. 

But as Senator Douglas of Illinois has 
pointed out: Trial by jury, to be mean- 
ingful, means trial by a jury of one’s 
peers. The pressure of events in the 
South has increased the division of 
white and Negro to the point where few 
of the former would dare admit pub- 
licly that they were the peer of the 
latter. Verdicts rendered by federal and 
local juries in the region prove the 
present impossibility of finding twelve 
good white men and true who will dis- 
regard prejudice in their weighing of 
evidence. 

It is an equal impossibility to find a 
place where Negroes serve on juries in 
any significant number. Jury lists are 
cunningly screened by courthouse func- 
tionaries; in some areas, ironically, one 
must be a registered voter to qualify 
for jury duty. And, irony of ironies, the 
federal courts now stipulate that a po- 
tential juror there must also be eligible 
to serve on state juries. 

In sum, the average Negro plaintiff or 
defendant faces a jury as hostile as any 
judge or jury that framed a martyr of 
the labor movement. 

When, in 1954, the U. S. Supreme 
Court declared that federal district 
judges would supervise school desegrega- 

(Continued on page 3.) 
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Tuskegee Vote Battle 





THE SOUTHERN PATRI0O? 


New Boyeott Starts in Alabama 


The Alabama legislature this month 
passed a gerrymandering statute de- 
signed to discriminate against Negro 
voters at Tuskegee—and the Negro resi- 
dents, who have battled long for their 
right to the ballot, launched a boycott 
in protest. 

The measure, sponsored by state Sena- 
tor Sam Englehardt of Macon County, 
where the city and institute of Tuskegee 
are located, shrinks the city limits so 
exclude the great majority of 
Negroes. The move had the clear inten- 
tion to preserve white supremacy in 
municipal elections. 

For years the registrars of voting in 
Macon have used every conceivable dodge 
to avoid placing Negroes on the lists— 
including simply leaving the board of 
registrars vacant. (See April’s Patriot.) 
Although Negroes make up 85 per cent 
of the county’s population, there are 2,- 
900 white voters and only 1,000 Negro 
voters. In the city of Tuskegee, the 
proportion is 600 whites and 400 
Negroes. 

At a mass meeting called to discuss 
the situation, Dean C. G. Gomillion of 
Tuskegee Institute declared: 

“The political situation is now des- 
perate. We are being denied the op- 
portunity to participate in any civic 
organizations. 


as to 


“All members of any board—educa- 
tion, welfare, recreation — in Macon 
County are white and in complete con- 
trol over us. 


“We have been thwarted when we 
tried to register ourselves and to vote 
... We have to hunt and find a board of 
registrars in their hiding places.” 

Therefore, Gomillion concluded: 

“We will buy goods and services 

only from those who will recognize 

us as first-class citizens and who 
will help rather than oppress us.” 

And he urged the Negroes of Tuske- 

gee to “refrain from boasting, beg- 

ging and accepting bribes. Soon 
the time will come when they will 
have to respect us. They may hate 
our guts, but they will respect us.” 

This marks the first time that the 
passive-resistance boycott technique has 
been invoked in the effort to gain politi- 
cal equity. A recent survey of vote 
registration in Alabama shows how 
greatly needed some such defensive 
action is: Of 516,000 eligible Negro 
adults, only 53,000 are registered. This 
figure represents a decline from the 60,- 
000 on the rolls in 1952. It is less than 
half the number registered in Louisiana, 
a state with roughly the same popula- 
tion. 


North Carolina 
Senate Rejects 
Snooping Bill 


The North Carolina senate this month 
voted down 26-14 a bill that would haye 
required financial statements and lists of 
members from any organization “the 
principal objects of which are th« sup. 
port of, or opposition to, racial s«para. 


” 


tion in the use of public facilities 

The measure, which passed the house 
in a voice vote, drew opposition from 
clergymen, including the Rev. Raymond 
Bost of the N.C. Council of Churches, 


and from SCEF board members in the 
state. 


One board member, Miss _ Willson 
Whitman, declared: “From the language 
of the proposed legislation as I have 
seen it quoted, it might be argued that 
the bill would outlaw the Klan and the 
White Citizens Councils. For that de. 
sirable end, it might almost be worth- 
while to penalize those groups which 
already have the law on their side. But 
it is obvious that in application, as in 
intent, the bill would operate against 
the NAACP .... instead of against the 
Klan and other subversive groups. Such 
groups can be best controlled by legisla- 
tion against dissemination of race 
hatred.” 





Barnes Case Victory: Beliefin SCEF Not* Misconduct’ 


A civil district court in New Orleans 
has ruled that membership on the board 
of directors of the Southern Conference 
Educational Fund, Inc., and association 
with the fund’s officers does not deprive 
one of the right to state unemployment 
compensation. 

The decision was handed down by 
Judge Louis P. Yarrut in a suit brought 
by Robert D. Barnes, former editor of 
the “News Bulletin” of the Chamber of 
Commerce of the New Orleans Area, 


his activities in behalf of integra- 
tion; (b.) resigning from the SCEF 
board; (c.) ceasing to associate with 
officers of the fund, namely Aubrey 
W. Williams, president, and Dr. 
James A. Dombrowski, executive di- 
rector. When Barnes refused, he 
was dismissed. 
In his ruling, Judge Yarrut stated: 
“Neither organization (SCEF and 
SCHW), nor Dr. Dombrowski, has been 
) judicially charged or proved to be Com- 


demned nor excluded Communists from 
any of his organizations. The grava- 
men of the evidence against the fund 
and its members is that they aggressive- 
ly espoused integration of the races. 
“It must be conceded that any in- 
dividual or private association may, by 


, rule or contract, restrict its membership 


or employment on racial, religious or 
political grounds. But no individual or 
private association of individuals cai, 
by contract or rule make one’s religious, 
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against the Chamber of Commerce and 
the administrator of the division of 
unemployment security of the state de- 
partment of labor. 

The board of review of the division of 
unemployment security upheld the action 
of the administrator in denying Barnes 
compensation on the grounds that he 
had been guilty of “misconduct.” The 
misconduct charged against Barnes con- 
sisted of his activities and associations 
in behalf of integration. 


political or racial beliefs, or practices, 
or membership in a labor organization 
misconduct that could deny him the 
benefits of a state employment security 
statute. The Legislature could not con- 
stitutionally grant such a right. . . nor 
could the Legislature, itself, interdict 
such conduct without violating Amen¢- 
ments 1 and 14 of the United States 
Constitution guaranteeing freedom of 
speech, association, immunities, and the 
equal protection of the law, unless such 
conduct, speech or association is } The 
versive or treasonable .. . new 
“The only complaint is that pli must 
(Continued on page 3) supe! 


/ munist, though hearings recently con- 
| ducted by the United States Senate 
| Internal Security Commission in New 
\ Orleans established that Dr. Dombrow- 
ski was connected with many organiza- 
| tions espousing causes lauded by the 
| Communists. The record indicated that 
the SCHW and its successor, the SCEF, 
| Inc., were organized to improve the 
| economic, social, political, cultural, and 
| spiritual conditions of the people of the 
} South, without regard to race, creed, 
Barnes had been warned by the } color or national origin and memberships 
Chamber of Commerce in March, | limited to citizens of 13 Southern States: 

“The substance of the evidence against 


1956, that his continued employment } 
would depend upon (a.) giving up _ Dr. Dombrowski is that he neither con- 
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THE SOUTHERN PATRIOT 


Fearful Newspaper 
Resorts to Smear 


As reported in previous issues of the 
Patriot, the New Orleans Item fired its 
jong-time drama and music critic, 
Ew ng Poteet, a few days after he sign- 
ed an SCEF-coordinated petition asking 
the: city buses and trolleys be de- 
seg -egated. 


Subsequently, the American News- 
payer Guild unit at the Item voted to 
ta - this dismissal to arbitration. 


és what can only be considered a 
couitermove by the Item, the news- 
payer last month devoted six lengthy 
art cles on its editorial page to the topic 
“What Is SCEF?” 


The Item’s editor, George Chaplin, 
himself pronounced the appropriate ver- 
dict when he denied the SCEF permission 
to reprint the articles, saying “no good 
purpose” would be served. 


It amounts to something of a regional 
tragedy that this newspaper—owned by 
the once pro-New Deal Stern interests 
of Philadelphia and noted for its es- 
pousal of the Anti-Defamation League 
and similar causes — should lack the 
integrity of its frankly Dixiecratic con- 
temporary, the New Orleans Times- 
Picayune. 

The Item articles managed not to dis- 
cuss the SCEF purpose or program and 
avoided quoting a single SCEF view of 
racial matters. By contrast, the Times- 
Picayune—though no less_hostile—at 
least has given its readers the gist of 
the SCEF position and has debated the 
central issues, as they developed. 





Literacy Qualification 


Held Uneonstitutional 


A federal court has ruled that North 
Carolina’s literacy qualification for vot- 
ing is unconstitutional. 


The suit was brought by Miss Louise 
Lassiter, one of a group of Negroes re- 
fused registration in Northampton Coun- 
ty in the spring of 1956 because they 
failed to pass the literacy test to the 
satisfaction of the registrar. 


Since the action began, the state legis- 
lature, on March 27 of this year, passed 
a law retaining the literacy examination 
but providing for an appeal from the 
judgment of the registrar to the elec- 
tion board and the state courts. 


The federal court did not pass on the 
new law, declaring that’ its provisions 
Must first be interpreted by the state 
Supreme court. 


te 


Southern Baptists Adopt Vigorous 
Denuneiationof{JimCrow Practices 


The position taken by the Roman 
Catholic church in opposition to racial 
segregation occasioned much stir among 
laymen in the South. But the clergy 
has stood firm in defense of the doc- 
trine—although actual integration of 
church facilities has been slow. 

Now another major regional faith, the 
Southern Baptist, is firmly on record as 
denouncing “Jim Crow laws.” At the 
church’s convention in Chicago, dele- 
gates adopted a report from the Chris- 
tian Life Commission which declared: 

1. “In recognition of the Negro’s 
rights as a citizen of these United 
States, we call upon the law enforce- 
ment agencies of local, state and na- 
tional governments to protect him... 
from lawless attacks upon his person or 
property.” 

2. “Discriminatory laws are futile. 
Jim Crow laws cannot solve the race 
problem ....” 

3. “We are witnessing today the 
betrayal of . . . freedoms by vocal 
minorities in some communities and 
churches who are able to enforce 
the resignation of pastors and incite 
retaliations against peaceful citizens 


who speak or act according to their 

convictions on racial justice and in- 

terrracial good will.” 

4. “Both the voice of God and the 
verdict of history warn us that those 
who deny these freedoms to others do 
not long retain them for themselves.” 

This frank statement underwrote the 
previous convention’s endorsement of 
the U. S. Supreme Court’s school de- 
segregation decrees. 

White supremacists have thus lost 
another traditional sanctuary. But be- 
cause the Baptist church gives a large 
measure of autonomy to individual con- 
gregations, no immediate, tangible gains 
can be expected. 

There will be more ugly incidents—- 
such as the cross-burning on the lawn of 
a church in Sylacauga, Ala. There will 
be no sudden drop in the numbers of 
Baptists enrolled in the WCC or the 
Klan. 

Yet no one can deny that the conscience 
of the church has been liberated. Those 
pastors and laymen who defy bigotry are 
left less isolated, and those who do not 
are left to answer to themselves and 
their God. 





(Continued from page 2.) 

tiff’s continued connection with the 
fund and Dr. Dombrowski jeopar- 
dized his and the association’s rela- 
tion with the public and its members. 
No matter how violently one may 
disagree with another’s racial, re- 
ligious or political views, he can not 
legally restrain or abridge them in 
any manner unless they become sub- 
versive, treasonable or interfere 
with or abridge similar right of 
others. 

' “Tt must necessarily be held that since 
plaintiffs” extracurricular activities and 
associations were not during working 
hours, and his conduct and associations 
were not prohibited by law, but in futher- 
ance of his constitutional guarantees of 
lawful freedom of speech and associa- 
tion, the action of the board of review 
is reversed and set aside and plaintiff 
declared entitled to his full employment 
compensation.” 

Aubrey W. Williams, president of 
SCEF, said “The decision was significant 
because of its bearing upon the practice 
of some Southern employers of using 
threats and pressures to prevent em- 
ployees from publicly supporting inte- 
gration.” Judge Yarrut’s decision, said 
Williams, “will bring much needed sup- 
port in the South to the beleaguered 


Board 


(Continued from page 1.) 
jury trial is inviolate, and is unaffected 
by the Administration’s bill. 

In conclusion, we believe that civil 
rights, the rights of every American 
citizen to vote, to worship in peace, and 
to live securely in the home of his 
choice, are living and present rights. 
They are entitled to every safeguard 
which the law can afford. It is wrong 
that their legal implementation should 
be restricted, as it now is, to the few 
situations where a transgression of them 
is so serious and flagrant that it can be 
proven, beyond a reasonable doubt, to 
be the commission of an_ indictable 
crime. 


(Continued from page 1.) 
tion, the Dixiecrats were content—they 
figured that these jurists, many of them 
Southern born, would “cooperate.” 

But then such native sons as Judge 
J. Skelley Wright, a New Orleanian, and 
Judge Richard Reeves of Montgomery 
refused to play the old shell game of 
delay and obfuscation. And the cry of 
“judicial tyranny” was born. 








freedoms of conscience, belief and as- 
sociation.” 





THE SOUTHERN PATRIOT 


LETTERS 


To the Editor: 

I am writing to you to protest most 
vehemently the story which appeared 
some time ago in The Southern Patriot 
concerning the deconsecration of the 
Girod Street Cemetery in New Orleans. 

The facts as you gave them may have 
been perfectly correct. However, the 
tone of the story was entirely misleading 
and gave the impression that Bishop 
Jones of Louisiana had gone out of his 
way to act contrary to the spirit of 
Christianity and the belief in the equality 
of value of all souls in the sight of 
God. 

Actually, as you must have known, the 
court had condemned the cemetery and 
had ordered its removal. Also, as you 
must have known, the local laws under 
which the undertaker who was removing 
the remains had to operate required that 
the reinterment be in two _ separate 
cemeteries. The Church had nothing to 
do with the ultimate plan of reinterment. 

I certainly think it is stupid to require 
the bodies of Negroes and the bodies of 
white people to be buried in separate 
cemeteries, but the way in which you 
handled the story has caused me to have 
much less confidence in what I read in 
The Southern Patriot. I believe the cause 
of desegregation must be advanced as 
rapidly as possible, but I fail to see how 
a story such as the one to which I refer 
implying that the Episcopal Bishop of 
Louisiana is going out of his way to 
foster segregation helps the cause in 
which we are all interested. 

In my opinion, the editor of The South- 
ern Patriot owes an apology to Bishop 
Jones and, for that matter, to the Epis- 
copal Church. 

WILFRED MYLL, 

Rector, 

Saint Matthew’s Episcopal Church 

Louisville, Kentucky 

EDITOR’S NOTE: There is no 

New Orleans ordinance requiring 

separate burial grounds for white 

and Negro, and in practically all of 
the city’s Catholic cemeteries there 
are graves of both races. In the 

Girod cemetery instance, we were 

informed that it was deemed im- 

possible to find space in mixed 

cemeteries for the “thirty barrels 

‘ of bones” being moved from Negro 
graves. 

We do not know how extensive an 

_ effort was made to find such space. 

But we fear that the whole pro- 

cedure—including the deconsecration 

ceremony—was carried out in per- 
functory, routine fashion without 
any thought for the implications. 
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TRENDS AND TOPICS IN BRIEF 


Four Arkansas school boards will begin 
desegregation this fall: Fort Smith, Lit- 
tle Rock, North Little Rock and Van 
Buren. Fort Smith and North Little 
Rock plan to go about it a grade at a 
time, with the former working from the 
first up and the latter from the twelfth 
down. 

ok 2 ok oe 


Bowing to pressure from the White 
Citizens Councils, the New Orleans 
Community Chest has ousted the 
Urban League from membership. 
Last year the league was cut off 
from chest funds, but permitted to 
retain affiliation. It had been a 
member of the chest for 18 years. 
A similar drive failed in Atlanta. 

The U. S. Supreme Court refused to 
review a lower court ruling that voided 
a Louisiana law giving school boards 
the power to assign pupils to segre- 
gated schools. <A special attorney for 
the New Orleans schoo! board neverthe- 
less continued to file trivial motions in 
the effort to gain suspension of an 
earlier federal decree ordering integra- 
tion. Federal Judge J. Skelley Wright, 
who heard the school case, also issued 
injunctions that banned enforcement of 
segregation on transit vehicles and in 
the parks of the city. 

* * ok * 

Evangelist Billy Graham told a Madi- 
son Square Garden audience that God 
spurns the “prejudice and bigotry that 
I fear many often have even in the 
churches today.” 

In a telegram to the _ evangelist, 
Negro ministers of Raleigh and Durham, 
N. C., invited the North Carolina evange- 
list “to witness at home the gospel you 
so forcefully preach around the world. 





To the Editor: 

Responding to your fight for real 
democracy and true brotherhood, I am 
enclosing a check. It may be small, but 
with it goes my faith in eternal justice 
and final success. 

W. A. JONES, M. D. 
Vincent, Ala. 


. . . Until you raise your voice in con- 
demnation of violence in the South, we 
shall be forced to believe that your 
message has no meaning for us in this 
critical hour of social revolution.” 


Bd os Bo * 


Former governor Colgate W. Dar len, 
now president of the University of /ir- 
ginia, urged that Virginia modify its 
policy of “massive resistance” to in- 
tegration. By virtue of recent law 
any school in the state which lowers 
racial bars will lose state funds. Darden 
asked that “local option” on the ma‘ter 
be permitted, rather than risking the 
closing of any schools. 

2 a “ oe 

Harry Golden, whimsical editor of the 
Carolina Israelite, has presented three 
“plans” for achieving desegregation 
without pain. They are: 


1. The ‘Out-of-Order’ Plan, whereby 
segregated facilities would remain as a 
sop to white pride, but the “white” 
facilities would be marked “out of order” 
so that all would use the same. 


2—The Vertical Negro Plan, whereby 
school boards would remove all seats 
from classrooms “since no one pays the 
slightest attention to a vertical Negro.” 


3—The White Baby Plan, whereby 
Negroes would borrow white babies— 
either real or plastic—for use as “ex- 
cuses” to get into lily-white movie 
theaters and concert halls. 





THE SOUTHERN PATRIOT published 
monthly except July and August by The 
Southern Conference Educational Fund, 
Inc. Office of publication, 150 Tenth Ave., 
N., Nashville, Tenn. Editorial and Execu- 
tive Offices, Room 404, 822 Perdido Street, 
New Orleans 12, La. Twenty-five cents a 
copy, $2.00 a year. Entered as second-class 
mail matter, Nashville, Tennessee. 

THE SOUTHERN CONFERENCE 
EDUCATIONAL FUND, INC. 
AUBREY WILLIAMS President 
DR. HERMAN A. LONG Vice-Pres. 
BISHOP EDGAR A. LOVE Vice-Pres. 
MRS. ANDREW W. SIMKINS___Vice-Pres. 

ALVA W. TAYLOR 
HERMAN MIDLO Treasurer 
DR. JAMES A. DOMBROWSKI___Director 

















Southern Conference Educational Fund, Inc. 
822 Perdido Street, New Orleans 12, Louisiana 





rig 
in 
| 
of 
wil 
pre 
1 :e 
oth rv 
ine. ite 
me: 5 
tha 
Ta 
abo i 
mez 
cou 
a co 
can 
ments 
In ¢ 
the U 
empowv 
there 
court, 
In 
“carri 
pocket 
him te 
to con 
in * 
is give 
ment 
ultima 
At | 
need | 
alone 
punisk 
U 
tem 
cret 
cont 
befo 
If t 
true s 
might 
(1) 
new p 
will n 
Stat 
lief 


